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To this day Leviz and Samar have preserved an animistic fishing cere-
monial similar to the agricuheral riteal? From umes immemorial the
Filipine has been surrounded by seashores, and it can be assumed that
he was engaged ir both fishing and agriculture at a verv early date. The
gifts offered i:. the —iruals arc mosty of agriculturai kind, fish is seldom
offered, even in the Zishing ritual®  This fact suggests that the agricultural
ritual is the earlier form and has been adopted for the fishing ritual.
More comparative szudies have to be undertaken to prove or disprove this
point.

The need of the ancient Filipino to have a fishing ritual originated
from his animistic world concept. The fields and forests were alive for
him with spirits who had te be treated friendly less thev did harm.® The
sea was the home o the “dagatnon” (spirits in the sea, far and near),
the lawodnon (spirit far away in the deep sea), the katao * (mermaid) and
the lawasnon.” Undl today many fishermen believe that the spirits of
the sea * govern the mowvement of the fish. 1f the spirits are hosule to a
fishermman he will have a poor catch. 1If the spirits are his friends he will
do well, is called “lucky’” by his fellow fishermen, and pienty of laborers
will appiy to work for him.

To secure the friendship of the spirits of the sea” the ritual or buiat
1s performed whick consists mainly in a spirit meal’ Levte and Samar
have long been undzr Christian influence and are to the remotest barrio
christianized : nevertaeiess. anumsiic thinking has not disappeared.  Ani-
mistic practices in ir pures: form are observed on Biliran Island, Levte
which 1s spirttually and econcmically the most neglected part of the prov-
ince, but is rich in matural resources.

. Ritual in the fshcorral.—A mode! animistic ceremonial is the bukat
in the fishcorral. This ceremony is performed on different occasions: it
may be the opening of a new fish-corral, it may be an exceptionally good

1 For a description of the agricultural ritual see Arens, “Animism in the Rice
Ritual of Leyte and Samar,” The Philippine Sociological Review, January 1956.
Also, “Corn Ritual in Leyte and Samar,” by the same author, Philippine Sociological
Review, April-July, 1935.

2 Fish is sometimes offered, but seems to play a minor role. No informants
mentioned the offering of fish, only after direct asking they admitted that fish
was sometimes included in the gifts.

8 See, “Animism iz the Rice Ritual...” ibid.

¢ The katao (half maiden, half fish) are referred to as “pets” of the ‘‘lawodnon”
and “dagatnon”. : .

5 The lowasnon toxches persons who are swimming in the nude. This touch
brings sickness. B

.8 These “spirits of the sea” are in the conception of the Leytefio and Samarifio
similar to human beings and therefore are referred to as “people of the sea”.

7 Buhat means in the Waray-Waray Dialect “Work,” but it has here the special
meaning of a ritualisgtic performance. The officiant or performer of the ritual
is called “parabuhat” There are many kinds of bukat: for hunting, for fishing,
far the quick recovery of a sick person, for planting and harvesting rice.
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The {ishermen are
fisncorra: nor the
I: is the friend-

caich or the oppositc, namely a period of bad luck.

convinced that neither the perfect construction of the
know-how of their fishing methods will bring a good hau.. 1 : :nc
ship with the “people of the sea,” the owners of the 1ish. that bnng{sf l:'lfn
in fishing. To win the f{riendship the fishermen have to make an (lm e).x.g;
to the “‘people of the sea.” The help of a “quack-doctor ~'(m11n'0a an 3
of an officiant (parabuhat) who knows how to perform the ritual 1s sleicgr .
The ceremony is usually performed during full-moon night. A sma arln-
boo raft is constructed and decorated. Delicious food 1s prepared for ]:13
“people of the sea”: it consists of a medium-sized roasted pig. the cooke

i i 1 1 1 bread. and tuba.
1 organs of the pig, boiled rice, eggs, some wine, 2
After the food Pe " t§ and brought by the offi-

te food is ready, it is placed on the raf > i
gf;;tr, t\illig:_o riding in a boatpto the fishcorral. At the fishcorral he \;‘fmts
until the moon rises, then he utters the oracion (pravers) and ther‘eﬂ ter
lets the raft with the food float freely into the sea? After the raft oigs
away, the officiant calls the “people of the sea” to eat“and to accept txs:
token of friendship. As reward the officiant a§ks the ‘“'people of. dle sizad
to let the fish go to the corral of his cilent that he might have a g;o
catch. The officiant promises that after 2 good haul more foodh and a
bigger roasted pig would be given to the “people of the sea” at the ume

of next full moon.*®

Ritual in Net-fishing.—The open Pacific Ocean batters tlg‘e hsihores 19(5
Eastern Samar making corral fishing difficult but allowing ngt- xls] ngé To
secure a-good catch a ceremony (buhat) 1s pqrfqrmed.) An do ls:‘m on\y:hs
Borongan has a very elaborate ritual for net-fishing. DBetween .tu;'.rp‘s s
of Ap;il and June a kind of mackerel, locally called marapa;)z,a visi e
isiand of Ando. On account of this regular appearance of the nmt‘:” b
the elders of the barrio gather at a sacred place'gn;hcr in the cemqtu)ﬁrs:
the chapel and recite together some prayers} This s dinc ‘o: :il:e th
Fridav of Aprii immediately preceding the full-mocn. At the ¢ ihe
men are praying the women prepare Juxurious f9od for a bangue.t. _ Some
of the men build a richly decorated raft out of bamboo. l.;Mtex tlf:;re tc;
is ready and the meal prepared, the whole barrio goes to the seas

witness the elaborate affair. . . . every-

The women arange the meal on the raft in form of a banquet; eve
thing is prepared to gthe last item, even dessert, Cigars, and”toon; Iz;ctl:;
are not missing. Tuba is richly served to the “people of the seal.] . e;vaves
in bamboo tubes is placed on the raft. From the mast of the r

- . dv

white cloth representing a flag. As soon as the raft is ready,

:h:hgfdte:tf amhon?g the grofp goes “g) the edge of the water while t}?e qth:x:

stand aside. He holds the rope which is tied to the rﬁf‘t; aftler cf e:g;n;za’

few prayers he pushes the raft seaward saying ’aloud: Pegp e o the | 2,
if this offering is worthy, please let us know.” The raft does not g

from the shore in spite of the outgoing current. After several hours the

ici i food

i d. The officiant and a helper bring the
151; ‘::ne in Oson, a fishing barrio in Biliran Islart\:.
aft is not used the officant conmsumes a part of the

8 In some places no raf
in a boat to the fishcorral.
9 In Oson where the r

in the fishcorral. .
mea]";nl’rz:tic:d in Culaba, Biliran Island. }n Calubian (northern part of Leyte,

ppos iliran Instead of the roasted
ite B Island) the same ceremony 1S performed. ! :
;ig, a \:hitle rooster is b>ound on the raft and around the rooster other food is placed
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peeph taxe this 2 o sion thar
1€2ST 0. tnt sumniuou: mea.

raf: comes back to the shore. The horric
thenr pravers were heard. The eluer: e
Hardly a week after this ceremony 2 schoo. of marapai. will be seen
£0 close to the shore that they are almos: thrown by the waves ovx“‘f‘\'-Ps;?
Then the men of the barrio cast a net over them and one .hoé.t “f‘l\mn;lc Y
31161:1 o;’ fxs;h 1:'} ttl;le mimmum catch. The first catch is equally df\fid&dl among
awal\? ;)1;13\53 ol 1e barrio. Eve'en those merpbe{s of the barrio living furtherest
v have their share. Any outsider who happens to witness the i
of the net. has an equal share, o0, S e

After the first catch, one of the elders kes i f1
, l ¥ Takes a pair of fish and lets
3}§ed on”the water. The meaning of this cerezr?on',: is that nall i:ethfg}?
oksme _the blood of their kind should die. Thus a mass-fishing of the
mackerel is initiated. The over-supply of fish is shipped to town. 1!

fihi nC“o;riltx::F i(;leg;ex:ts indthse ritual.——I—Thc buhat is the main feature of the
ishing 2 Yte and vamar. In its major aspects it is th i

tnese two isiands. The officiant i dbuhat (performer) or b
. s the parabuhat (performer) or th

’ M e

;atnébalan (quackdoctor). The instruments used are a raft—we)ll decor-

ee_f—-, or a boat. The. food is arranged in banquet style. The time of
}; ki ormance is a night with a fullmoon.’* The place is the sea or seashore
Th: Zeg_emgmeg consist in the offering of food and the oracion (prayers\.
jective is to gain the friendship of the “people. of * for

better success in fishin 1 et |  coremony give e coror

- s ng. Minor varietie - : gi
© this aporan fish g s in the ceremony give new color

- e{.‘:ociiil}ilzce;i Sglmxsuc beliefs :nd p;_‘aclices.—]t can be expected that a
saciery ' depends so much on fishing has many acdi ion 1i
and practices with regard ti in fishing.  of the apl beu o
: s 0 success in fishing. Some of th i
are quite localized through m il be men.
re. out Ley : ew
are 9 g evte and Samar. A few shall be men.
Before a fishe o ishinc
eiore a lisherman it lis ¢ < to t i
oo oo e n boesco;..! i:x.,h.ni-: he looks up to the skv io see if
are many wave and scale like clouds: th indicati
ath e e many d lik ; these are an indication for

It is more advantageous for a fisherman to catch .at low ti
at high tide the fish are hiding at the bottom of the s:;.i?“ Itfldte};ebg‘;il:f
man does not lx_ve; close to the sea he watches the eyes of the cat to find
gut whether it is low or high tide. It is said that at high tide the eye-
alls of the cat eniarge and at low tide contract.1? Y

. . ] g
.
paws, it means good luCk a-!ld a blg catCh may be EXPeCted the next time

Fishermen of Talalora and Sta. Rita in W
I : estern Samar
t%e 'c‘:ioconug shell with which they fetch water out of the fisl’xix:]ge vl;:;a?l:;?
side-down in tl}e banca. It is folk-belief that they would meet disaster

11 Selitario Discar, ' Baorongan
121y Ab it is als i ;
b Eastco:syto%ful,g ;Lo dore in the early morning hours.
';;’}'anauan, Leyte
anauvan, and Vi
halogan, Luan and other parts of Eastern Leyte and Northern Leyte, also Cat-
16 Sta. Rita, Samar
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in form of a heavy sea. Good weather will suddenly turn into a storm
(madtos: and the boat mighi capsize.

Another belief is that fishermen in San Jose {Tacloban) never place
their fish-corrals on a Friday or Sunday in the sea. That would bring

misfortune to the fishcorral owner.

The fishermen can also secure help for a good catch through charms
and prayer. A common charm used in Tolosa is the kalipayan'? plant.
The story goes that during the last decade of the Spanish Occupation of
the Philippines fishing was not successful in Tolosa. The bad spirits of
Mt. Ambao had cursed the people of Tolosa on account of their noisiness.
The curse affected the fishing industry and the catch was at an all time
low. They could hardly bring home f{ish for consumption, much less for
sale. Everytime they cast their net, the net got entangled in the thorns
of the corral rocks, turning the net to shreds. A strong gale from the
East would tear the fish corrals to pieces as soon as planted off the beach.
The curse continued for vears until the people of Tolosa called a council
of wisemen. They agreed to see the “witch doctor’” who was living in
a cave at Mt. Danglay. After a two-day journey, the village wisemen
found the ““witch doctor”. He performed a short ceremony and advised

" them to return to their place and to see a hermit who was living just

across the Ambao mountains. He would counteract the curse of the evil
spirits. In another two-day journey they were able to contact the hermit
who requested them to bring along a pair of white chickens and another
chicken of different colour besides a ganta of black rice (tapol). After
all these requirements were complied with, they were told that behind
the hermit’s cave were bushes of the “kalipavan™ plant. They were to
dry the leaves and to use them as incense for every fishing gear employed
at sea. Through the “kalipayan™ incense the curse cast by the evil spirits
became powerless and the people of Tolosa again were successful in fish-
ing. Unul now “kalipayan” incense is used to secure luck and happiness
in the fishing industry.!#

Another method of procuring plenty of fish is practiced in Zummaraga
(Samar) by the so called egg-ceremony. Early in the moming, when it is
still dark, the fishermen go out with lights and a half dozen eggs to a
place in the sea surrounded by mountains; here at a deep place they let
the eggs down to the bottom of the sea and mark the place. Two days
later the fishermen will come back with all kinds of fishing gears and will

find plenty of fish.t?

In Basey (Samar) the first fishes caught in a new fish corral are left
free. It is folks belief that the fishes will tell their kin about the corral
and will lead big schools of fish in to the corral, so securing a big haul
for the fishcorral owner.

In Abuyog (Leyte) and Guiuan (Samar) the first take is given to
the poor and all those present at the fishcorral. It is a form of thanks-
giving and a greater yield of the fishcorral is expected.

17 Kalipayan is also used in the Rice Ritual, see Arens, “Animism in the Rice

Ritual. ..”, ibid.
18 Esther Calleja, Tolosa (Leyte)
192 Fishermen from Zummaraga
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Through prav 1
gh praver the fishermen of L i
 Through prayer the fis evie and Samar also )
}gfl}})ézéwﬁs‘hx‘ng. . This is the Christian addition to the fish }gflf:lm ngds
m:.m in‘(:u'i‘;'a fisherman his help is especialiv calied for. Before a fisiwnc{
an aibiran goes to the sea ho s 1o St - wing
T e hgy ne sea hu prays 1o St Peter in the following
v . P ave mercy on me that 1 may be able to h d
catch todav.” ¥ be able o have @ good
On All So i '
uls Day fisherm ¢ i
all their deceased tela?tjves ande?rii;zicsci’i‘bl;g R e O e
of the deceased in return expect a good r“r:::‘al :t }:}ﬁ’lpmg e o ot ot
; n exj g : e cemetery
a custom very 4 5 opath
i ery common in Leyte and Samar. Here Christian and ani ot
elements are interwoven. B 7 ane sanmsne

and g(;?;;?sx;xz;'lt‘:et animistic elements in the fishing ritual of Leyte
and Samar show a z;ncxent Filipino culture is heavily influenced by
the South-cast an culture. The pagan and Mohammedan fishe ;

ya and Indonesia have similar practices in their fishing ritul:.lnen

" The old animistic fishi : :
stic fi e s .
In towns and barrios c}f)};irllg Eitl‘-lil’ml thle} Phr{l-lp PIDES 1S on the way out.
in Catholi i osely related 1o the Church and well in i
on as a ie.mC din odcgu;ef. :h;es fishing tr}‘““al is about forgotten, but Slttru ﬁtic;
ast in the religi , - LAy
of Leyte and Samar. p eligiously more neglecred districts
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